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I’ll join the outcomes of the paper presentations with 
my own interpretation in the following.  

 

Both research networks showed their own attitude 
and the interests are mainly directed towards the 
isolated focus on their single subject. I missed the 
connection between both approaches. The children’s 
point of view appears becoming of no interest when 
the labour in households is distributed. Family 
consists of the couple as active parts and the children 
as passive part. Otherwise adults and parents occur 
only marginally in the new children sociology debate. 

I’ve got the notion too that the presented sociological 
studies in the majority use primarily quantitative data 
(Panels and Surveys). The outcomes are quiet formal 
and deeper questions cannot be answered. Some of 
the questions had shaken the evidence of the results. 
For example the responding rate of questionnaires of 
40%, mainly females. These are selected cases which 
influences the results. So called representative case 
numbers are influenced by the interest of the 
informants, e.g. the report of a National Survey in 
Finland about intergenerational transmission: 
“Women responded more actively and baby 
boomers’ sons most passively.” 

 

Figure 6 Some interesting results 
 

They are almost selected data as well as in qualitative 
studies. The validity is generated around the main 
research question and the relevance accrues out of 
the utility. 

Research Network Sessions 

Sociology of Families and Intimate Lives 

Half of the time I spent on the sessions of this 
section. I’ll report chronologically and stress on the 
most important papers. My comments are emerged 
from a very individual and specific point of view. The 
appraisal of results constitutes not a universal claim 
only a personal attitude. I’ll mention only the results 
which are important for me in some respects. 

On Tuesday I attended the first session named 
“Family Networks, Support and Intergenerational 
Relationships”  

The Finish research project “The chain of generations 
– Interaction between generations” focused only on 
financial and social exchanges of the Finish “baby 
boomers”, their children and parents. The aim of the 
whole study is to get information on interaction 
between generations and reciprocal financial support 
and practical help. Economic support between three 
generations in the same family are collected by mail 
questionnaires and compared with results of SHARE1 
and some other European Countries. The results are 
too complex to resume it here but a longer paper 
and a handout I have got. 

Professor Ulla Björnberg from Gothenburg 
University, Sweden, gave a lecture on 
“Intergenerational kin support in a Swedish welfare 
state context” She correlated practical support and 
emotional closeness. This differs dependent on 
cultural type of the family. The most amazing result 
for me was that friends are much more important in 
cases of giving and taking as siblings. It can be a sign 
for weakening of familiar responsibility or family ties. 
She regarded the motives for giving and receiving 
support between kin members of different family 
forms. 

                                                      
1 SHARE 2004 is a data collection funded by the European 
Commission – Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe 
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Trees De Bruycker from the University of Ghent, 
Belgium, presented a paper about “Support received 
from close kin: Explaining Differences by Family 
Type”. Based on the Netherland Kinship Panel Study 
this study focused on the differences in support 
received from close kin for individual living in 
different family types, with particular emphasis on 
differences between classic and new family types. The 
family is still fairly the most important factor in 
supporting especially in crisis. The family compensates 
for missing partner and a strong relationship is very 
important in receiving support from family of origin. 
Differences between family types do exist but are not 
necessarily negative for alternative family types. 

The contribution by the University of Bern “Ritual 
practice of the multi-local, multi-generation family. A 
study on Christmas celebrations in Swiss families.” 
was revealed that 42% of the families celebrate two 
times, and 24% even 3 times. The main celebration 
takes place in the nuclear family or only with 
grandparents. 

The research group LAbour, Generation, 
Stratification (AGES) of the Swiss National Science 
Foundation used the data of SHARE too. The title of 
their current presentation was “Grandparents and 
Grandchildren in Europe – A Matter of 
Intergenerational Solidarity?” Child caring by 
grandparents depends on the public offered amount. 
In European comparison the duration of and the 
relation towards inner familiar child caring is 
dependent on the attitude towards public services. 
The central questions are 

• Do grandparents help their children with 
childcare? How strong is this 
intergenerational solidarity? 

• Are there country-specific differences, and 
how can they be explained? 

• Which factors and structures do influence 
the occurrence and the intensity of the 
childcare provision by grandparents? 

The conclusion is that childcare provision by 
grandparents is an important form of solidarity 
between generations and there are significant 
differences between countries. 

 

figure 7 slide 9 presentation of AGES 
 

The research project “The changing role of 
grandparents in looking after grandchildren – an 
example from the SHARE survey” form France 
stressed the role of grandparents as important 
consequences for the mix of public and private 
childcare policies too. The women participation in 
labour market is influenced by demand of childcare as 
well. Changes to family systems that occur following 
the birth of a grandchild are explored. 

The second session on Tuesday “Conjugal Dynamics in 
Late Modernity” was also interesting.  

Helen Peterson from the Ebro University in Sweden 
spoke about “Love, Power and Respect: Swedish 
Couples negotiating Working Hours, Household 
Work and Gender Equality in the Domestic Sphere”. 
She reported some findings from the project 
“Postmodern Lives Work, Family and Gender in the 
new Economy”. It draws on a qualitative material 
consisting of interviews with Swedish heterosexual 
couples and highlights how these women and men 
negotiate and justify their distribution of household 
work and child care responsibilities in relation to paid 
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work responsibilities. The paper explores the 
possibilities to balance work and family.  

Dr. Sofia Aboim from the University of Lisbon, 
Portugal, discussed “Men within the couple: conjugal 
diversity and family change from the male 
perspective”. The erosion of the male provider model 
alongside the spread of ideals of a new caring man has 
been tied with the modernization of conjugality. The 
findings enable them to discover diversity from the 
male perspective alongside a general trend to 
construct new family-based masculinities. The rise of 
companionship couples impact the transforming of 
the traditional role of man as provider. The male 
providing responsibilities always mixed with caring 
roles. 

Iiana Voicu from the Romanian Academy of Science 
accented that gender-equality in couples depends 
more on the individual, micro sociological influences 
like e.g. better education as on macro sociological 
reasons like the home countries’ conditions. 

 

 

                                                     figure 8  My Poster hanging in the Clic-Building at 
Caledonian University 

All scientists analyze the adult arrangements without 
regarding the children’s point of view. Here they 
remain objects. It’s an indication that the two streams 
of sociology (Family and Childhood) are not even 
enough connected to each other. The transfer of 
subject status of child into family research should be 
the next step I think. On the other hand siblings 
didn’t play any part in child caring in these studies. 

On Wednesday I attended the session “Transition to 
Parenthood and Fertility Patterns in Europe” 

Sergio Mauceri from the Social Research and 
Sociological Methodology Department at the University 
of Rome presented “The Italian delay in transition to 
parenthood as an outcome of intergenerational and 
inter-gender inequalities.” Inter-gender and inter-
generational comparisons are essential to interpret 
the set of choices, motivations and expectations 
linked to parental role. “The principal purpose of this 
research program is to interpret the determinants of 
the Italian phenomenon of delaying the birth of the 
first child, in order to indicate social policy guidelines 
aimed at supporting young people in their transition 
to adulthood and thus promoting an increase in the 
birth rate.”2 The Italians would like to have more 
children and at a lower age, as well as in German 
assessed. The young generation in Europe suffers 
from a general decrease in social opportunities. One 
of the most important factors to consider in depth is 
the relationship between socio-economic inter-
generational mobility and the transition to adult roles. 

He called it “the second demographic transition in 
Western Europe” and characterized the phenomena 
of late parenthood as a delay in the transition to 
adulthood. 

Next paper was given by Dr. McDonnell, University 
of Sussex. “Me, you and us: negotiating the question 
of children in late modernity” She made an issue of 
demands on parenthood. It was a qualitative study 
with male and female interviewees aged between 29-

 
2 Cited the handout of 18 pages 
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46 years who had not yet had children. One of the 
finding is that fertility decision-making was a site in 
which the competing demands of self and other/s 
were forced to find resolution, sometimes uneasily. 
Fertility biographies were jointly constructed over 
time. 

Torsten Schroder from the University of Bremen 
focused on the German PAIRFAM study. In “The 
Timing of Family Formation – a New Approach” he 
explained that the decision for family formation can 
only be understood in the context of other 
competing aims of life which are sometimes not as 
resource-intensive as parenthood. (Cp. Summary 
page 16) 

Vanessa Cunha from the Social Science Institute, 
Lisbon, spoke also about the postponement of birth. 
She used a national survey and a representative 
sample of 1776 Portuguese women aged between 25 
and 49 living in a couple and had at least one school 
child. Her goal was to find out the flow of changes 
from the early seventies to the middle nineties, the 
social diversity in her sample and representations, 
expectations, behavior and strains to fertility. 

 

figure 9  slide 5 out of the handout 
She described the postponing of birth as a 
phenomenon of decreasing the number of children. 
The early expectation of 1-2 children and the 
consolidation of the general ideal of 2 children lead 

nevertheless to an increase of small and planned 
offspring of only one child. 

 

figure 10  slide 6 of presentation 
 

The strains between ideals and offspring demonstrate 
the high rate of fewer children towards the general 
ideal and the great accordance with the early ideal. 

 

figure 11  slide 7 about planned and unplanned 
children 
 

Here you can find that more than a half of births are 
unplanned, especially the third pregnancy is mostly a 
surprising event for women. To have more than two 
children is a remarkable emergence in the families. 
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Later on she reported about social diversity and 
fertility patterns and the time spans between 
beginning of marital life and the first birth and 
between the births. (Cp. Summary page 16) 

Dr. Quadrelli, University of Urbino, Italy, 
acknowledged the findings in this session. She 
illustrated “The experience of Autonomy and 
Independence of Italian Young People Living with 
their Parents”. Nearly 70% of the 25-29 years-old 
adolescents are still living in the family home. The 
results of the qualitative study investigated the 
subjective experience of autonomy and 
independence. The lack of policies that support young 
people as well as cultural factors are considered to be 
the main explanation of it. Young adults living with 
their parents intended to reduce the risks of the 
transition to adulthood. 

Last but not least the Finish scientist Mina Kelha from 
University of Helsinki described “Motherhood, age 
and social class in Finland”. The order of life events 
postpone the adulthood in Northern Europe too. 
The notion of free youth delayed parenthood and 
reduced the number of children in families. The 
purpose of her study is to analyze and understand the 
motherhood of women who become mothers for the 
first time either at a very young age (under 20) or at 
an older age (40’ish). It depends on education and 
social class which way was chosen. 

 

 

Figure 12 Lecture and Presentation in the Section of 
Sociology of Families and Intimate Lives 

On Thursday I listened the session “Family and Work 
III: Balancing Work and Family Life – how do individuals 
and families manage?” 

Maria das Dores Guerreiro from ISCTE, Portugal, 
spoke “of the need to reconcile work and family as a 
requirement for individual well-being and fulfillment 
and the quality of family life, especially with regard to 
the relationship within a couple and between parents 
and children and to equality between women and 
men.”3 A minimum of conflict and tension exists 
when the correlation between stress at work and 
stress in the family are balanced. The confidence of 
parents is reliant on number of children and hours of 
work. It’s always the same in all seven European 
countries which are focused on. (P, S, F, Sp, GB, Ger, 
Czech) 

“It just doesn’t seem as like together: night work and 
family dynamics” titled Miss Thompson, University of 
Surrey, UK. Night working mothers were 
interviewed, they are qualified hospital nurses. The 
findings were interesting for me. Firstly the spouses 
participate in household working. The agreements 
between the partners induce a better partnership. 
Secondly the older siblings had got a business in 
keeping an eye on the younger sibs while mother is 
sleeping by day. 

In Czech population occur different possible 
arrangements of private life and cohabitation but the 
nuclear married family is still the most preferred form 
of intimate relationships. The summary of the results 
of “Family and families in the Czech Republic – are 
arrangements of private life becoming more 
pluralistic” presented Radka Dudova from the 
Academy of Science of the Czech Republic. 

Sociology of Children and Childhood 

I was very interested in some papers presented in this 
section but in general the Childhood Studies are 
actually concerning mainly with participation, rights, 
abused, disadvantaged and deprived children. Child 
                                                      
3 Quoted according to the Abstract Book page 204 
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protection and moral development dominate the 
current research. The strict attention on children’s 
rights is connected with the approach of investigators 
too. It is quite another atmosphere in the research 
process to recognize the child informant as an expert. 
They prefer informal situations and no standardized 
questions. Feed back interviews become more 
important to let children participate in the research 
process.  

Therefore I‘ll only refer about some of the papers. I 
want to summarize the session 3b on Tuesday 
“Contested Families and the State” first. 

The papers dealt with foster and residential care and 
with implications for children in enforced contact 
cases. The most interesting point was the reflection 
about the methodological challenges and the 
children’s participation in research processes. 

Maria Eriksons research (Uppsala University, Sweden) 
follows the approach children regarding as social 
actors no matter if they are victimized or vulnerable. 
Within child welfare research it’s their aim to treat 
children as subjects both in their own lives and in 
research. That means the investigation process 
becomes a democratic process and follows the 
principles of children’s citizenship. She stressed there 
are a number of ways to negotiate the tension 
between adult responsibility and childish spontaneity. 
Nevertheless the aim of this research – give the child 
the position of an important expert - supports 
children’s agency in the interview situation. The 
frankly interaction could grow up the motivation to 
help others in the same situation. (Cp. Summary p.17) 

The last presentation by Dr Geraldine Brady, 
Coventry University, titled “It’s not the real me – 
Children’s experiences of ADHD4 and medication”, 
covers the concepts of normal and abnormal child 
behavior. ADHD is accepted as a mental health issue 
requiring medical treatment. She asked the concerned 
children about her self esteem and self confidence. 

 

                                                                                                           
4 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

“Despite increases in both the UK rate of diagnosis 
and prescription rates of stimulant medication (the 
most commonly used intervention) a limited number 
of research studies have reported how children and 
young people perceive their condition.”5  

 

figure 13 Session of Sociology of Children and 
Childhood 
 

The most notable session “Thinking Sociologically About 
Children and Childhood?” was a very special session on 
Wednesday. Leena Alanen titled “Bourdieu and the 
sociology of childhood: towards relational theorizing” 
She distinguishes between children as actors and 
childhood as the structure. “The real is relational” 
she quoted Bourdieu and appointed the 
interconnection between structure and practice. 
Thinking childhood relationally the generational order 
divided between micro and macro approaches. The 
relations and interactions between social groups 
based on generational distinctions. She focused on 
the field not the individual. She suggested adjusting 
the perspectives in studying childhood in a more 
dynamic direction. Bourdieu has developed his theory 
of social fields. This approach may help to overcome 
the present divide in the sociology of childhood, 
between micro-sociologies that treat children as 
social actors and macro-sociologies that conceive of 
childhood as a social structure. 

 
5 Abstract Book p. 66 
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I’ll annotate that the generation concept is getting 
more and more improperly because the borders 
between generations are disappearing and transitions 
are changing. The pattern of adulthood becomes 
blurred. The generation’s gaps lose their validity. The 
descent of knowledge varies increasingly. 

The next key note was given by Prof. Doris Bühler-
Niederberger from Germany: “Marginality and Voice 
– Children in Sociology and Society” The background 
of this research project is the systematic appraisal of 
nine to even ten country reports about the actual 
public debates about childhood and sociology of 
children. She discussed the future orientation of 
childhood sociology. This international perspective 
isn’t a comparison of findings but of approaches and 
strategies in different countries to understand 
childhood. (Cp. Summary p.17) 

 

figure 14 University of Strathclyde in the Centre of 
Glasgow 

 

 

On Thursday the two afternoon sessions “Between 
School and Home” and “Social Construction of Children in 
care” were orientated on social perspectives of the 
welfare state and institutional care of children.  

Prof. Berry Mayall, University of London focused on a 
new theoretical understanding of childhood. She 
highlighted the two settings: family life, leisure and 
play as belonging to children’s life beside school.  
Home is a private apolitical domain which is neglected 
in research about children in the past. Only one of 13 

studies dealt with family all the others with school 
environment. 

Harriet Strandell, University of Helsinki, gave an 
account of perspectives of the welfare state in 
Finland. Childhood was connected to economic and 
social interest of society in the recent past. She was 
interested in individuals on the contrary.  Changes in 
the welfare state have influenced child politics in the 
direction of joining together adult surveillance and 
control with the mobilization of children’s own 
agency, autonomy and self-regulation. Regarding 
children as citizens not as victims is the current aim 
to empower the individuals building up their cultural, 
social and cognitive capital. Concerning the pre-
school sector public day care was given as an offer 
enabling parents to engage in paid employment 
outside home. Now early childhood education and 
care have to raise a partnership bridging the private-
public divide. The child’s way of acting has to take 
into account. 

All the other papers dealt with residential and foster 
care and adoption of children. 

Regarding childhood as notion and construction of 
difference was most impressing for me. The 
conceptualization of good and bad childhoods, 
required and undesirable childhoods and to segregate 
bad childhoods is a new line of reasoning for me. 

Additional Meetings 
The cultural life of Glasgow attracted some of the 
participants so that they used some time to visit 
exhibitions and famous buildings.  

In my case I only spend the evening time with 
colleagues, especially postgraduates to become 
acquainted with their own work and to discus the 
findings heard during the plenaries. 

Occasionally we could listen to life music in some 
pubs and can see very original and extraordinary 
clubs. The official receptions as well as the private 
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arrangements led 
to further contacts 
to keep in touch 
with each other. 

We agreed in 
maintaining the 
exchange of ideas 
furthermore. 

We also discussed 
about the 
organization of the 

conference. We were agreed in criticizing the place 
of the poster session.  

We arrange that we will give a feedback to the 

organization team. “Dear Jacqueline6, dear Karin7, a 
small group of nearly 10 PhD students talked about 
the organization of the conference and had some 
ideas to do something better next time.  

1. For the younger participants it would be nice 
to organize an alternative meeting in the 
evening. You could rent a club in the city 
with life music maybe where everybody can 
go to meet the others. We all couldn’t pay 
the expensive dinner Ceilidh at Barony Hall 
but we were very interested in an event at 
the evening too.  

2. The Poster Session was very disappointing. 
We know the poster presentations at other 
conferences in quite another way. The place 
is more central, where all the participants 
have to go along, for example in the 
registration area. And normally we are 
acquainted with an officially organized short 
introduction in front of the poster at a 
pointed time. Some Conferences award a 
price to the best posters too.  

 

                                                      
6 Conference Organiser Jacqueline Tait  Glasgow Caledonian Uni 
7 Karin Wall – Organiser of Sessions 

3. Some of us missed an e-mail-list of the 
scientists who made a presentation or 
maybe of all participants. Now it will be 
difficult to find anyone to come into contact.  

Last but not least we were very satisfied with the 
organization. With kind regards” 

 

figure 15 Ph.D students from Italy, Germany, Denmark 
and Lithuania 
 

The Section of Sociology of Children and Childhood 
invited for a little reception on Wednesday. I could 
have a word with two colleagues to prepare my 
requests in November in Scotland during the 
meeting.   

I talked to Dr Samantha Punch a lecturer in Sociology 
at the Department of Applied Social Science in the 
University of Stirling. She recommended me a visit at 
her Institute in November. Her key aspects of 
research are Sociology of childhood; sociology of 
development; qualitative methodologies; household 
livelihoods, migration and childhoods in the Majority 
World; siblings and birth order; young people and 
food practices in residential care homes.   
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• To extend all opportunities within the 
Glasgow Science Centre to as many people 
as possible, particularly addressing the needs 
of people of all ages who are socially, 
cognitively or physically challenged.8 

Appointments to Colleagues at Paisley 
University and Strathclyde University of 
Glasgow 

 

One of the main aims of my study visit was to meet 
colleagues’ one-site. I could arrange appointments in 
Paisley and Strathclyde. I could receive an invitation 
to talk with one another at their departments.  

First I explained my request in this way: The theme of 
my current research project is connected with 
sibling-research as well as family-research. On the 
one hand it’s very useful to work with an 
interdisciplinary approach on the other hand it’s 
difficult to join family and childhood sociology, 
educational research and psychotherapy (family 
therapy) together. I try to do this. I analysed the 
effects of experiences siblings made in the family. The 
main focus is the relationship between the young 
siblings and how they influence each other. I’m 
interested in the present not in the retrospective 
perspective. I made six family studies of empirical 
qualitative research. The triangulation of four 
methods supports the understanding of little children 
without the need of speech. I’m looking for reciprocal 
effects in siblings’ interaction in greater families as 
well as for the benefits they’d got in growing up with 
brothers and sisters if they are in early child care and 
bring their experiences back into the sib system.  

The German research about horizontal synchronic 
kin-relationships is not so large. Therefore I’m in 
search of some findings in the Scottish and British 
literature. Additionally I will try to get into scientific 
contact with colleagues in the institutes of psychology 
or sociology, about family life, primal health and 

                                                      
8 Quoted from the web presence 

midwifery9, childhood and primary education. In my 
interest I will enlarge my point of view with the help 
of special British/Scottish literature. I would like to 
collect some findings supporting my own results and 
strengthen my theoretical background. Therefore I’ll 
come into contact with colleagues to discus my 
results and exchange experiences. 

 

figure 17 The four 
Campuses of 

Scotland’s’ 
biggest modern 
university 
  

 

Prof. Lena Robinson – University of 
Paisley - School of Social Sciences 

On Friday I met Prof. Robinson in Paisley 20 train-
minutes away from Glasgow. She is a congenial and 
friendly woman and gave me the sensation to be 
welcome. 

She is an expert on Revisiting Black perspectives in 
Psychology10 and worked about “A Critical 
Interdisciplinary Analysis of Culturally Appropriate 
Research Approach and Practices in Health Care and 
Social Work”11 This article presents a critique of 
research approaches used in health and social care 
research with vulnerable and socially disadvantaged 
groups, and children and young people from minority 
ethnic backgrounds in Britain. The paper aims to 
critically examine research processes in health and 
social care from a psychological perspective and a 
social work perspective.  

                                                      
9 Because of additional interest in infant research, family nursing 
and health prevention 
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1. Strong traditional 
2. Weak traditional 
3. Modern consistent 
4. Modern ambitious 
5. Transitional with less fertility control 
6. Transitional with more fertility control 

 

 

figure 19  George Moore Building Caledonian University 
 

Conclusion:  

• Fertility decline 
o Defined expectations 
o Consistency of the 2 children norm 
o Improvement of the contraceptive 

behaviours 
• Gradual fertility changes 

o In expectations and representations 
(middle seventies) 

o In behaviours (middle eighties, early 
nineties) 

• Social settings 
o Different fertility patterns 

• Paradoxical realities of Portuguese fertility 
o “fewer children” (impediments and 

constraints) 
o “additional children” (sexual 

education, family planning) 

Vanessa.cunha@ics.ul.pt 

 

Marginality and Voice – Children in Sociology 
and Society by Doris Bühler-Niederberger 

Actual Earnings: The configuration of childhood studies in 
several countries and the differences and the universal 
validities 

Doris Bühler-Niederberger compared nine reports 
about the state-of-the-art of childhood studies in 
different countries to find any similarity. (France, 
Germany, England, Italy, Netherlands, Finland, Brazil, 
US, Australia)  

This international perspective can grant a 
simultaneous development of research approaches. 
She looked at the Meta-level and emerged 5 common 
elements overall: 

1. Children as a marginalized group (count as 
human capital, educational success) 

2. Childhood sociology as marginalized branch 
3. Books and same authors in almost any 

report 
4. Two theoretical concepts 
5. Resetting of research on social problems not 

normal childhood 

At one of her slides she made a comparison between 
the amount of studies and the living standard of 
children in that country (based on WHO-Well-being 
status). Amazingly Great Britain with its large number 
of childhood studies has a low living quality for 

mailto:Vanessa.cunha@ics.ul.pt
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Last but not least I’ll mention the “National 
Curriculum Guidelines on ECEC” in Finland. The 
National Curriculum Guidelines on Early Childhood 
Education and Care in Finland was published in 
September of 2003. It will “serve as a basis for local 
curricula implemented in the day-care centres and 
other forms of ECEC, such as family day care. The 
need for a national, argumented pedagogical opinion 
in Finland is obvious. Especially the concern for the 
position of younger children has brought forth the 
topic of curriculum guidelines, which should stress 
the importance of education, information and care as 
whole for all children.”15 Perhaps it could be useful to 
deal with this established recommendation. 

 

 

Overall it was not only the participation on the 
sessions at the conference but also the theoretical 
frameworks and the way of thinking which helped me 
to understand sociological discourses much better. 

Inés Brock 
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